
MAIN MESSAGES — SUSTAINING CANADIAN 
MARINE BIODIVERSITY 

  ·  Canada sees itself as a world leader in ocean management, 
but we have failed to meet most of our national and 
international commitments to protect marine biodiversity.  

  ·  Canada lags behind other modernized nations in almost 
every aspect of fisheries management. Despite pledges on 
conservation and sound policies, Fisheries and Oceans has 
generally done a poor job of managing fish stocks, planning 
for whole ecosystems and protecting marine biodiversity.  

  ·  The government should act to review and rewrite outdated 
statutes, take rapid action on national and international 
commitments, curtail the discretionary powers of the minister 
of Fisheries and Oceans and move to limit regulatory conflict 
in that department.  

  ·  Canada needs national operational objectives to protect and 
restore natural diversity and to rebuild depleted populations 
and species. Improving and protecting ocean health will 
restore the natural resilience of Canada’s marine ecosystems 
to adapt in response to the challenges posed by climate 
change and other human activities.  
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